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‘* Tam not disposed to under-valve. the resources of this country; but, notwithstanding any inanspicious 


- 


“~ 


‘ aspect the present affairs of India may be supposed to bear, I am still sanguine enough to hope that the 
* day is much nearer, when the resources of India will administer aid to the revenues of this countiys 
‘ than that, om which we are t6 apprehend that India will call for aid from the finances of Great Britain,” 


Mr. Dundas’s ‘(now Lord Melville) Speech in the House of Commons, May 24, 1791. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS, 
New, Ministry. (Continued from .p. 
170.) The appointment of Lord Ellenbo- 
rough to,a seat in the cabinet is, as. it has 
been represented, certainly.a measure the 
propriety of which, is, to say the least of it, 
very questionable. . Merely as a cabinet 
minister, if we could forget his other high si- 
tuation, I, for my part, should have no. ob- 
jection to Lord Ellenborough ; for, though 
there have been differences of opinion, as to, 
political matters, in which he’ took some 
part; yet, he has, from the beginning, 
shown himself a steady friend to the ingui- 
ries into abuses, and, in the memorable case 
of the Duke of Athol, when.so many other 
lords, for reasons best Known to themselves, 
chose to remain silent, the Lord Chief Jas- 
tice manfully stood. forward in the cause of 
the people, and of honour. The enemy of 
peculators and ef jobbers, be-he who he may, 
is, politically speaking, my friend; . and, 
therefore, I should with great pleasure see 
Lord Ellenborough.in the cabinet, were he 
not a judge; but, being a judge, his appoint- 
ment to a seat in the cabinet is assuredly not 
very consistent, and, indeed, not at all con- 
sistent, with that great principle of our con- 
stitution, that the executive powers of the. 
state should be ever kept entirely distinct, 
from those of the judiciary... This. has, by 
4] the celebrated writers upon our constitu- 
ion, been considered not,merely.as a great 
Punciple, but asthe main principle; and, a 
strict adherence to it has. always been re- 
garded as essential, nay, as absolutely neces- 
ary, to the real Jiberty of the subject, which, 
tier all, being truly defined, consists in free- 
om from oppression, and, whoever. will 
race this freedom will finda security for. it 
0 where but ia the courts of justice... As 
he means of obviating the possibility of all 
“Jager upon this seore, it has been suggest- 
» that, when the cabinet shall have, if, un- 
ortunately, they. should. have, .to diseuss 
Huestions relating to prosecutions, or actions, 
Jat may, in consequence of such discus- 
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[194 
But, is it possible that any one should not 
perceive the futility, of this? Suppose a case 
of libel, for instance. The Lord Chief Jus- 
tice would not attend for the purpose of 
giving his sanctjon to the prosecution ; but, 
if the libel should have arisen from a general 
censure.upon. the ministry in a body, or upon 
aly measure of. the ministry, would not the 
Lord Chief Justice be, to all intents apd pur- 
poses a party? And, would it not be con- 
trary to every principle of our Jaws and our 
constitution to make amana judge in bis own 
case? Nor, is it only in. cases of libel that 
the danger must appear to every one: there 
are these of rioting for certain purposes; of 
sedition; of treasou; and, in short, of all 
kinds connected at all With a disapprobation 
of, or an opposition to, the measures of the 
administration, Our ideas of a court of jus- 
tice are, that there we are to be heard before 
persons, not only of wisdom and of perfect 
integrity, but of iwpartiality as perfect. And, 
for the security of this inypartiality ; for the 
prevention ot the operation of the frailties of 
human nature against us, we expect. to find 
perfect independence; a perfect absence of 
temptation, from any seltish feeling, to do us 
injustice.. And, I ask, is it probable, nay is 
it possible, that, in a case of libel levelled at 
the whole of a ministry, a member of that. 
ministry can eome to the trial with a mind 
like a sheet. of blank paper? For these res- 
sons, and, as to the cases that may occur, 
many of other descriptions might be men- 
tioned; for these reasons, and not for any 
reason of a party or a political complexion, 
it ig to. be desixed, and, indeed, hoped, that 
some means ot arranging the cabinet, with- 
out including the Lord Chief Justice, may be 
found out aud adopted, .Such am arranye- 
ment must, too, be desired by the Lord 
Chief Justice himself even more, ove would 
think, than by any other person ; for, God 
kuews, the multiplicity of penal statutes has 
rendered his othice of judge so laberious as'to 
leave him very litde time tor attendance at. 
cabinet councils, and no time at all for that 


‘as, be brought before him, iwhis capacity} “inquiry and reflexion, which ate necessary te 





pi Judge, he may hecp away from the cabinet. 
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bring to such a council a mind sowmatured as 
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to be able to decide upon the wisdom of po- 
litical measures. On the score of responsi- 
bidity, too (and, let us hope, that responsi- 
bility will now be again considered as some- 
thing real), is there not an insuperable hfi- 
culty? The judge holds bis office during 
goo behaviour ; but, it is during good be- 
haviour as a judge; and, it does not appear 
how he can be at all punished as a cabinet 
minister unless he be also punished as a 
jucge, which, nevertheless cannot be, unless 
he behave ill as a judge. In short, there is, 
as I think it must appear to al] the world, so 
évident an incompatibility in the two sta- 
tions, that I cannot help once more express- 
ing a hope, that some means will be dis- 
eovered, and applied, for removing this cloud 
from between us and the cheering prospect 
that is opening to our view. Vhere is, in 
the formation of the cabinet, another in- 
stance of incompatibility, which is, indeed, 
of less importance, at least in a constitution- 
2] point of view, but to which I advert with, 
Hf possible, still greater reluetanee ; and that 
is, the union, in the person of that most re- 
¢pectable and truly honourable nobleman, 
Lord Grenville, the offices of Auditer of the 
Exchequer and First Lord of the Treasury ; 
an imcompatibility, whieh, to have seen 
éanciioned by an act of parliament, must 
have given all the friends ef the new minis- 
fry the greater pai from the circumstance, 
that thee was so very easy, so very natural, 
and so very laudable, a way of preventing it 
from ever being a subject of one moment's 
difficulty, or hesitation. Itis with extreme 
rejuctance, and not till after a long and mor- 
titying struggle in my mind, that I make 
thisa subject of remark. But, the measure 
has occasioned general comment; I have 
spoken of it with none but friends of the 
mobile lord; 1 have found them unanimous 
in theif regret; and I cannot refrain trom 
avowing, that, in that regret, } amply parti- 
cipate. Men observe, ard it is impossible 
that they should not observe, that Lord 
Grenville has a large pension secured to him- 
self, with a very competent reversion to La- 
dy Grenville, besides this Auditorship ; that 
he has a private fortune, which renders these 
a superfinity ; and, when they are told, that, 
in regard todemands mpon the public, the 
private wealthvot the party ought not to be 
taken into consideration, they justly reply, 
that, neither, then, ought the pri 
y rabaw pay but, ae well know, and, 
nowledge it is universal 
such poverty isy every day that we live ae 
. % 

the ground; and, it many instances, the sole 
ground, of dentands upon the public. The 





ply ta both cases; for, men will hardly be 
brought to allow, that the private poverty of 


public, unless it be allowed, that his private 
wealth ought to operate in its favour. The 
Auditorship is a simecure, or it is not; if it 
be not, then there is a clear incompatibility,. 
which no law can remove; and, if it be a 
sinccure, what an excellent opportunity was 
here offered for suppressing tt, or, at least, 
for reserving it for the purpose of preventing 
the necessity of some mew grant of thé pub- 
lic money! When the Auditorship was first 
mentioned as an obstacle to Lord Grepwille's 
being First Lord Commissioner of the Trea- 
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principle, te be good fur any thing, must ap- 


| suty, every one exclaimed: an obstacle! 
Good God, what is there todo but resign 
it! Every one exclaimed: are these times 
for public men to adopt the maxim of fget- 
ting all you can and keeping all you get" 
These are, indeed, not the times. And, 
when every speech, whether frora the throne 
or from the ministers, do, and. must, call 
upon the people for sacrifices ; when the sa- 
crifices demanded of the people are such as 
are to be justified upon no ground but that 
of hard amd ismperious necessity, shall th¢ 
first, the very first act of the new ministry, 
say tothe people, in language not to be mis- 
understood, that the person ostensibly at the 
head of them is willing to make mo sacrifice 
at all? It is, indeed; satd by some, that, as « 
sacrifice, Lord Grenville would ‘cheerfully 
have given up the Auditorship, but that, i 
would have had the appearance of courting 
popular applanse at the expense of his pre- 
decessors and others. I do not say, that this 
might not have been the nfotive of his lord- 
ship; bat, Iam decrledly of opinion, that '' 
is arefineinent upon magnanimity and dis- 
interestedness, which will with great difl- 
culty be comprehended by vulgar minds, ¢s- 
pecially when those minds hardjy ever expe- 
rience a moment's relief from the dunnivs 
of the tax-gatherer. The people remem)e’ 
the circumstances attendant u the case 
of Astlett ; they remember, and will long 
remember, these circumstances, which g2V¢ 
rise to so novel and so dangerous and so. ..- 
(but I will not further characterise it) a pre- 
cedent in British jurisprudence; and, they 
see the mighty and all-subduing arm ot p2 
Kament resorted to; they see. it resorted fo? 
second time, in so short a space, oars por 
‘ $0) 
bilities, and makws 
“* them kiss ;” they all sée’ this with disap” 
? ; 
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probation, and oe is, in the 
} friends of Lo Grenville, not entirely 0 
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which the eccasion drew forth from George 
Rose.——As to omissipns.in the new drrange- 
ments, the nation feels some, degree of dis- 


appoinument at Mr. Wuirsreap's not | 


being placed in a high place. of trast and con- 
fidence. For his services he,-in all likeli- 
hood, wants not money; but, there are ho 
honours, there are.no marks by. which, merit 
can be distinguisbed, that would be too much 
for him. ~Hehas given proofs of public spi- 
rit and public virtue seldom surpassed, and 
of talents, industry, and perseverance that 
yield to, nothing of the. kind ever witnessed 
in this.countrys ..Were he to_ die; a monu- 
ment-and a public funeral it would, indeed, 
become.the parliament to vote and the King 
tosanction ;. and, if he live, we may, I -trust, 
live in hopes..of seeing him honoured and 
confided in by those under whose sway we 
are to liye, This is not said upon a supposi- 
tion that he is of to be honoured and con- 
fided in. “The time may, by some, be re- 
garded as improper, though I must avow, 
that I cam. imagine no time so suitable; for 
Jam persuaded, that, were a distinguished 
mark of royal and ministerial approbation 
conferred.on him, nothing would more 
strongly tend to conciliate the affections of 
the people, and to inspire them with that 
confidence in the integrity of the new minis- 
try, which is so.necessary to the success of 
those great measures which the honour and 
the safety of the country demand, Mr, 
Francis, too,-will, by all those who have 
been able to obtain a knowledge of the af- 
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sarcasms of triumphant fraud and of con- 
scious impunity ; unwearied by the disgusting 
listlessness of those from whom he wasanxious 
to obtain attention to his statements; from 
that fatal day, has he persevered in detecting 
the fratids and the falgchoods, in exposing 
the imbecillity and the inypudence, and in 
warning the countty of the consequences to 
be apprehended from the measures, of those 
men who have had the principal share in the 
‘mahagement of India Affairs. And now ; 
now, whien those affairs have been brought 
into a state, in which they can no longer go 
on; now, when his opponents are proved to 
be all that he has ever said of them; now, 
when alJl his predictions are completely veri 
fied; now, when it is seen and confessed, 
that, if his wise councils had been listened 
to, the load of dishonour and of taxes that 
are coming upon us, on account of our East- 
India colonies, would haye been ‘avoided ; 
now, even how, are we to s®e those coun- 
cils tacitly condemned by his exclusion from 
the departmerits connected with India? At 
this moment, there are before parliament, 
the grounds of a grave discussion relative to 
the conduct of a late Governor General, who 
had been recalled and replaced by another. 
That other is dead, leaving India in a state, 
by all acknowledged to be most. critical. 
Who, under the present circumstances ; 
who, but Mr. Francis, did the nation Jook te 
as a successor? But, if his age were an obe 
stacle, though it was none in the case of 
Lord Cornwallis, it could be no obstacle to 


fairs of India, be regretted in his absence | his va placed at the head of the Board of 


from the Goyerhorship of India, or,’ at Jeast, 
from the Board of Controul. . Lord Minte 
is an able, an industrious, a zealous and an 
honourable, man; but, when ohe censiders 
how Lord Mirito has been occupied, it is no 
disparagement to him-to say, that if is‘im- 
possible, that he ‘should be, at the present 
time in particular, so proper a person as Mr, 
Francis , far residing at. the Board of Con- 
troul, Mr, Francis has been twenty years 
engaged in.an atfention to the affairs of In- 
dia. “His several speeches upon India Af- 
fairs form. a complete digest of the volumi-- 
hous -and mplitarios _publications relative 
thereunto... To him, and to him alone, it is 
that we owe, what knowledge we possess 
upon the subject... Sihoe the first passing of 
the bill, by means. of Which the tts ‘scaled 
the ramparts of power, and by the cort 
Gane ccheustl eee v4 u 
_ emanating: fr 
cpt possession. 
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Controul, where he would have been able, 
and much more able than any other man in 
England, to unravel that complication of de- 
ceits, that mystery of iniquity, which, for the 
purposes of future security as well as for 
those of justice for the past, how ought to be 
unravelled. In parliament, however, he will 
still be; there we may hope long to see 
him ; and there, though net so greatly use- 
ful as he elsewhere might have been, we 
may rést assured that he will be eminently 
useful in prosecuting that inquiry, which has 
been called fcr, not by the motion of a sin- 
gle member, but by the unanimous voice of 
al! the honest and honourable part of the na- 
tion. “ Why,” says some place-hunting, 
time-serving slave, ‘* here’s this Cobbett at« 





“tacking the new ministry already! An 


"© angel from heaven would not -please 
him.” . As to angels from heaven, I never 


b éXpect to see any ; and, as to attacking. the 


“new tninistry, I have neither done it, nordo 
Tinterid to do it. I have only pointed out that 


{which I think is wrong,and this, upon simi- 
| lar occasions, I shall eontinue to do, let whe 
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will be concerned in it. 
power a ministry, whom, taken all together, 
vou regard gs capable and sincerely disposed 
to serve the country for its good, it is your 
daty to give them a general support; and, as 
a general support cannot be given without 
overlooking some, and even many, things 
that yott do not quite approve of, to act_con- 
sistently, vou must ovetlook many thihes, 
and same of them of corisiderable inmport- 
ance, because you must, in all human affairs, 
tukg the good with the bad, and make an 
estimate upon a fair view of the whole. On 
the contrary, when you see the offices of 
etate in the hands of a set of men, of whose 
want of capacity or of disposition well to 
serve the country you are convinced, your 
main object ought to be to cause them to be 
removed. Duty may, in certain cases, call 
upon you to commend their conduct; but, 
it, in the pursuit of your principal object, 
you pass over in silence things which, in 
themselves, might be entitled to commenda- 


tion, you are not to be blamed. “But, as your | 


duty may, in special cases, compel you to 
applaud the conduct of those whom you 
ought to wish to see removed ;° sO it may, in 
special cases, compel you to cénsure the 
conduct of those whom it is, and ought to 
be, your wish to see remain in power. Such 
nre the principles, by which I have always 
been actuated, and it is upon these prinei- 
ples that I have thought it mght to submit the 
above remarxs. I have anxiously wished to 
see Lord Grenville in power; for, though I 
have never pretended to represent him as ¢ 
man of the very first rate abilities; though I 
have certainly never thought him a man of 
great profundity, particularly in matters re- 
latiyge to political economy; IT have always 
regarded him as a steady, a wise, and an up- 


right statesman, having neither tinsel nor | 


rick whereby to lure, cajole, and deceive the 
people; and, as to matters of party, it is im- 
possible to pass a higher eulogium upon him 
than to say, that, in ihe arrangement of the 
present ministry, he has shown himself to be 
the’ exact contrary of Mr. Pitt. ‘Thus think- 
ing of him, it was not widrout mach consi- 
deration and much hesitation, that T made 
the retention of the Auditorship a subject of 
remark. “But, all the circumstances taken 
into view, it Was impossible for me consist- 
ently to pass it over in silence. I was not 
unaware, that, yust at this time, when every 
eye was fixed upon hi, remarks, such as [ 
have made, could scarcely fail of producing 
some small degree of effect not favourable to 
his lordship; but, I was aware, too, that 
some few eyes might be fixed upon me; 
and, as it behayes us all te uke eure of our 
\__ Thifoomnts, 
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own reputation, I think, that, upon this 
ground alone, the reader will, be indulgent 
enough to discover an apology for what | 
have said. Nor, indeed, would the observ. 
ing of. a silence upon this subject have been 
to act fairly and justly towards the ministry 
in general ; because, the.effect of such si- 
lence must have heen to, excites with regard 
to my rectitude as a writer, such suspicions 
as could not have failed to weaken the ef- 
forts, however feeble they may..be, which, 
thinking as I do, it is my duty to make for 
the support of their power and for the suc- 
cess of their measures. Besides, the acts 
and omissions, of which I have thought it 
necessary to speak, are not. irretricvatie. 
There is yet time to correct what is amiss, if 
itbé amiss; and, if it be not amiss, it is more 
than probable I shall be thought by the pub- 
lic to be in error, in which case I shall have 
hurt nothing but the patience of those who 
have read what I have written. By way 
of close to this article, I cannot refrain from 
once more expressing my hope, that the 
new Chancellor of the Exchequer will cau- 
tiously forbear from all attempts to imitate 
his predecessor, in his financial statements to 
the House of Commons, <A very good op- 
portunity will be offered him for making us 
acquainted with the true state of our affairs, 
It should be such’ as_we can believe because 
we understand it, and not because we have 
no understanding. Jaith, in. the. funds, is a 
phrase of. singular propriety; but, this is 
precisely that sort of faith which will now be 
of no use, even in supporting the power of a 
ministry, » All attempts at imitation, such as 
I have been here speaking of willfail, Let 
nothing, therefore, tempt Lord Henry Petty 
to believe, that he shall, succeed in. the way 
that his predecessor succeeded, ‘The taste of 
the people has changed. They will. never 
bear a second heaven-born mirister, any 
more than they will a second Young Ros- 
cius; ‘and, if Lord Henry. Petfy were to 
set up for one, his fate would certainly re- 
semble that of Miss Mudie, by the means of 
whom Kemble so judiciously, and so polite- 
ly contrived to conyince the town of its pue- 
rile folly. No: no_imitations.. No boasts 
about the flourishing state, of a country with 
1,200,000. paupers, out of a population ot 





_ less than 9,000,000 of souls. A plain, un- 


adorned representation of the situation of 
the nation’s aflairs will do much towards 
rendering men patient under their burdens; 
but, without such a statement, they never 
will be patient, or, at least, they never will 
be chearful; never will entertain that hope 
of bette? times, with which it is now so ne- 
cessary to inspire them, I baye no doul! 
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upon the subject of the new Chancellor's in- 

tentions ; but so earnest is my wish with re- | 

gird to it, that I cannot help repeating an ex- 
ression of it. 

Tue ARMY. That some great mea- 
cure relative to our military means of de- 
fence ought to be taken, and that it must be 
taken, in order to enable us either to make 
war, or peace, every man appears to be ful- 
ly convinced. A like conviction must, of 
course, prevail as to the necessity of a great | 
change of plan; for, if the spresent plans | 
were good, there would be no need to talk of | 
any new measure. Yet are some of the | 

| 








newspapers, the only object of whose edi- 
tors is that sort of popularity which leads to 
the wide circulation of their papers, or, in 
other words, to private emolument, endea- 
vouring to'excite 4 prejudice against the mea- 
sures fo be adopted, without having even | 
heard what ts to be the nature of those mea- 
sures. A Streking instance of this appears 
ina paragraph of the Morning Post newspa- 
per of the 13th. instant, upon which,, after 
having submitted it to the reader, I shall of- 
fer a remark or two, °“ Ministers, we un- | 
« derstand, continue to bestow the most se- | 
<< rious attention upon the proposed plan of | 
“ reform in our military system, the task of | 

| 


“ revising which, is said to be committed to 
“the War Seeretaty of State, Mr. Wind- | 
“ham. ‘The hostility of this gentleman to | 
‘ the Vajunteer System is well Known, and | 
“ should its abolition, asteport states, be a | 
‘* part of his plan, it will be curious to ob- | 
“ servehow his coadjutors in office, who were | 
‘* so instrumental in its establishment, and | 
so loud in its ‘praise, will condact them- 
selves’ on the-weeasion. Upon this sub- 
ject, perhaps, as miuch as upon any other 
whatever, isa difference of opinion likely 
to arise among the’ members of the new 
cabinet; but until we hear something 
more upon the stibject, until the proposed 
plan becomes in ‘some de#ree developed 
and explained, gny particular observa- 
tions upon the subject would be not only 
premature, but highly improper. Enough 
however, “is known of Mr. Windham’s 
sentiments with respect to the Voluuteer 
System, to'ledve no doubt, that, if his 
whimsical fanty, be perniitted to take un- 
: bounded flight, that unjustly aspersed and - 
" vilified éstablishment “will be abolisli 
{yr one certainly not more advantageous | 
to the country, and infinitely less splendid 
and respectable in the eyes of the world. 
. Lhe trifling ‘inconveniences’ aiendant 
_, Upon the volunteer systemi, have frequent- 
ly’ been dwelt upon by Mr. Windham with 
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‘* his observations upon this subject have 
** never made any serious impression upon 
*« his hearers. But, supposing all his notions 
*‘ upon this question to be true, to what 
“* purpose are they produced? . He has 
** doubtless stood nearly alone in his enjoy- 
** ment of this part of his own parliamen- 
** tary exhibitions. Would the inconve- 
** niences he enumerates, even admit- 


** ting them to- exist to the full extent of | 


*« his imagination, be a set-off to one hun- 
‘* dredth part of the advantages they accom- 


| ** pany. Are we to abanden for them the 


** immense benefit of restoring the military, 
* without Josing the commercial character 
‘* of the country ; of refuting the traiters 
‘© who made it believed in France, that the 


_ €€ Sovereign dare not trust his subjects with 


‘* arms, and of rendering the enemy an ig- 
‘© nominious spectacle to :urope, for threats 
** unattempted to be enforced, at a time 
‘© when all their means had been so osten- 
‘* tatiously completed, In the present stage 
‘* of the business, it would be improper to 
*€ pursue the subject any farther; but we 
*€ shall in due time resume the subject ; and 


| © offer such observations as a candid and 


*¢ impartial review of the proposed system 
** shall_appear.to us to demand”, That 
the eagerness to attack must. be very great, 





| when it will not allow the assailant time to 
| find out his object, the reader wil) certainly 


agree ; but, this eagerness is, happily, at- 
teaided with such evident marks of malignant 


| design, that it is very likely to counteract it- 
‘self. Yes, the task of revising the military 


system is assuredly to be committed to Mr, 
Windham ; for, if it were not, I can hardly 
think that the power of bestowing Gover- 
norships of colonies and the like would have 
been sufficient to tempt bim to make such a 
sacrifice as he must now make of his ease 
and his health. His ‘* hostility to the vo- 
‘*lunteer system”, if hostility it naust be call- 
ed, is also well known; and, his taking a part 
in the new ministry is, with me at least, a sure 
foundation for haping, that something is to be 
done for so changing that system as to render 
it usefuleas far as it will remain, and to take 
away its baneful effects with regard to the 
régular army. If this be not done, nothing 
good can be done. Nor can I perceive, 
here, avy ground whatever for differences of 
opinion in the cabinet. How many measures 
are adopted by every ministry, and given up 
again upon trial? And, has not this systema 
been sufficiently tried? And, are not the 
circumstances materially altered, since the 
system was first adopiel? We want an 
efficient and a cheap detence ; and, is not 
every moan now convinced, that aii efficient 
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defence is not te be found in men not under 
military law, not compellable to march from 
their homes, and not able to march if they 
were willing? Is there a mau who believes 
that regular soldiers tan be raised at the pre- 
seht bigh-boanty ? Can any one think it 

ossible for the nation to'yo on in this way ? 
Y  sirlcerely believe, that there is not one 
sensible man in the whole kingdom who 
doe¥ not regard it as impossible. Why, then, 
should there be, in the cabinet, any dif- 
ference of opinion upon the subject? 
Whiat does the writer mean by ‘a less 
‘* splendid system,” proceeding from . the 
‘© whimsical fancy" of Mr. Windham ? 
The system, of which Mr. ‘Windham has 
always been an advocate is 4 system of real 
splendour. Tt contemplates an efficient force ; 
a force with which we might defy the utmost 
power of France ; a force petmanent, safe 
to ourselves, and formidable to our enemy ; 
a force somewhat like the force of France, 
and not like that which the French had to 
meet inthe Tyrolese and Austrian territory, 
and over which they marched without appear- 
ing to know that it was if existence; a force 
at once efficient, cheap, and honourable —— 
What! are we still to be insulted with as- 
sertions, that the volunteer’ system has a 
tendency to ** restore the military, without 
** Josing the commercial character” of the 
** nution ?" Are we to be told this, now, 
when every one is convinced, that the great 
tendevcy of the ‘system is to degrade, nay, 
totaliy to ertinguish, the military character 
of the nation; and when we have before our 
eyes the facts, that the inspectors, the re- 
viewers, the adjutants, the aid-majors, and 
others appointed by the king to act with the 





“volunieer corps in and about London, have 


become, with few exceptions, the mere 
fiatterers and toad-eaters of these mercantile 
red-coats? ‘lo destroy the commercial cha- 
racter of the nation never, from any one éx- 
pression of Mr. Windham, could be consi- 
dered as his wish. Heis much*too wise a 
man not to perceive, that, without com- 
merce, and particularly maritime commerce, 
these islands would be nothing; but, if he 
does not entertain the wish to see the predo- 
minance of trade and commerce, its in- 
solent and insupportable predominance, 
brought down in such a way as to give the 
Jiberal, aad particularly the military and na- 
val, professions « fair chance’ for obtaining 
public esiimation, he is not the man that I 
take him for, aud, I am fully convinced, 
that he is nota man for these times.‘ Nor is 
it enough to entertain the wish. He must 
actupon some such view of the subject, or 
he would do well at once to give way ; for 
2 : 


ee ee 








he may be assured, that no half-measure 
will do, that no man or men will succeed by 
such a measure, that the nation is to be 
taught ee by woeful experience, and that 
the task of forming and acting upon an ef- 
ficient plan is reserved for a future day —— 
As to the insinuation, that Mr Windham’s 
plan would render the covntry..an ignomi- 
nious spectacle to Europe, by.causing it to be 
believed, that *‘ the Sovereign dare not trast 
‘ his subjects with arms,” J can only say, 
that such a plan would be a most unwise one, 
and that, for that reason alone, 1 am con- 
vinced it never was. contempiated by Mr. 
Windham, who, besides, if I understand 
his public declarations, is of, opinion, that, 
if the people carinot safely be trusted with 
arms for the defence of the country, it is 
useless to attempt to take any measures 
whatever for its defence. . But, ‘his mai ob- 
ject is to provide a permanent and ef- 
ficient military force. to meet an enemy of 
equal or even of superior numbers ; not a force 
made up of fools entrapped, of men held in 
bondage, of half-starved. paupers, of Vvaga- 
bonds, and of thieves whose punishment has 
been commuted for the honour of- serving 
the King. “With this force at command, al- 
ways,ready and always willing, the “people, 
voluntarily arined, atid wearing nothing like 
regimentals, and never going from their 
homes, would, in the maritime counties, be 
ready to acy and would, so-prepated, be able 
to render esseatial service ;~but, to suppose, 
that anv other than regular soldiers afe fit to 
be opposed in battle to the armies of France, 
is a mark of as perfect insanity as evér was 4 
passport to Bedlam.——To talk of the 
‘© whimsical fancies” of Mr. Windham was 
the custom of the Pitts, and a notable in- 
stance of their envious aspersions, in. this 
way, was exhibited in the smooth sneaking 
pamphlet of Mr. Long; but, compaie what 
has been said by Mr. ‘Windham, upon, the 
subject of the army, with what has bees said 
and done by his opponents, particularly by 
that great and destructive projéctor, \Mr. 
Pitt; make this comparison, and then say, to 
whom the origin of ‘ whimsical fancies” 
is jus to be ascribed. _We have paid dear- 
ly enough for the fancies of Mr. Windhain’s 
opponents ; dearly enough have w ‘paid. for 
the rejection of his advice; for the sneer’ 
with which the baud of gentlemen pension- 
ers. treated his remonstrances and his warn- 
ings; ‘corruption and inherent baseness pre- 
peo pal nw the exertions of bed : arable 

d enlightened mind, and, greatly do,I fear, 
that it is too late to seconnal fies the fatal 
consequences. He has done his duty thos 
far; if his country fall it is no fault of his; 
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205) : | 
and, if he cannot now succeed in the adop- 
tion of the measurés which he has in con- 
templation, he may, with a conscience per- 
fectly clear, leave the nation to be schooled 
by calamity.——Those who think that these 
sentiments of miine proceed from any thing 
of a personal er_a party feeling are greatly 
deceived. That I entertain the highest pos- 
sible degree of respect for Mr, Windham 
personally every one that knows me must be 
convinced; but, I beg my readers to re- 
meinber, that I Was’ second to no man in 
urging the necessity of exalting the mili- 
tary profession; and, I beg them now to at- 
tend to my words, when I say, that my ap- 
plause of Mr. Windham will depend upon 
his measures. ‘They will never see me the 
blind partizan of any body. My opinions 
are my own; and, for the promulgation of 
them to have its fair chance, they must be 
known to bemy own. fut, in asserting my 
claim to my due sliare of the merit of having 
prepared the public mind for the great 
change which will now, in all likelihood, be 
adopted, I beg to be understood as-not put- 
ting my judgment upon an equality with that 
of the gentleman, of whom I have been here 
speaking; for, most sincerely do I declare, 
that I am convinced, that no man in the 
kingdom is to be compared to him in point 
of knowledge and of wisdom, as far as is Con- 
hected with ‘subjects of this sort. How to 
make an army, a real and safe military force, 
for his country; how to put that country in 
a state safely to bid defiance to its enemies ; 
these have been the objects of his constant 
Study; and, wher we consider the greatness 
of the mind that has been thus directed, is it 
wonderful that it should have a claim to pre- 
eminence ? It is not to be supposed, that his 
opiaions'and views are not to meet with any 
modification in the cabinet. .His plans may 
be improved theré.I have no doubt; for 
there is not now a.cabinet“of noses; but, 
what I insist upon, is, that, a$ the person at 
the head of all plans of this sort, he is evti- 
Uled to the perféct confidence of the nation. 
Ayrairs or [yp14.-—From the report 
of the proceedings in parliament, ‘it will be 
perceived, that, upon the motion of Lord 
Folkestone, a statement is to be laid before 
parliament relative td the number of troops 
sent to India, subsequent to the renewal of 
the Company’s charter, in the year 1793. 
W hen this statement comes, let the public 
attend to it; for, in it will théy. see to what 
an extent this hood-winked nation , has been 
drained for the purposes of commercial ambi- 
tion. We generally look upon merchants as 
a sort of peaceable philanthropi¢ creatures ; 
bet, we have not found our Bast India Direc- 
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| tors-topossess much of these qualities. To gup- 
port them and theirs, our country, has, been 
drained to the dregs. At their call we have 
sent away the means, ofeyery sort, which we 
nowstand in need of; and instead of giving us.a 
compensation for those drains, theyare now, 
and I beseech the, people to mark what Lsay, 
coming tous for money ; yea, to.us, who are 
caled upon to make sacrifices. in order to 
gave our native Jand from subjugation! The 
speech of Mr. Dundas, now Lord Melville, 
from which my motto is taken, is not a.sin- 
gular instance. He went ou, yearafter year, 
making, with a modesty. so peculiar. to 
him, assertions of the. same. sort, in 
contradiction to the opinions..of _ Mr, 
Francis, New, the truth is come out. lt 
can no longer be disguised, either by him, 
or. by those directors, who, so .generously 
gave him a pension of 2,000l. a year for life, 
and which pension, observe, we, the ca- 
joled people of Eaglan’, mut pay! In 
these Ingia affairs, the Pitts and Dundases 
have left the new ministry a precious legacy. 
The leng score of 13 years of fraud and of 
profligate expenditure is now to be settled ; 
and, shall we settle it, shall we be taxed to 
pay it, including even the pensions granted 
by the Company,” without. a full investiga- 
tion into the causes of the deficit? Already 
have we been taxed to the amount of two 
inillions to pay to this Company that owe us 
seven anillions at least; and shall we be 
again taxed, for the purpose of paying more 
tothem? I would fain see the minister 
that would have the assurance to propose 
such a megqsure.. No: if the East-ladia 
Company come to us for relief, let us, as 
sarish ofiicers do, inquire into their means; 
et us see what property they have ; let ue 
take their aftairs into our hands, and see if 
we cannot, by the aid of men different from 
the Pitts and Dundasses, manage them bet- 
ter. ‘The deceived peurl¢, who were indu- 
ced to set up such a how! about ‘ chartered 
« richts,” and against Mr. Fox’s India Bill, 
in 1784, will how be convinced of their 
folly; they will now be convineed, that 
that bill would have. prevented. them being 
loaded with miillions upon millions of taxes. 
This may make them think, and put them 
upon their. guard against future attenspis at 
imposture, 
Mr, Cocnrane, JonNsTone, 


Thi % 





‘ gentleman's, yery serious grievance was 


briefly stated in. the’ Political Register,. Vol. 
VIII. p. 18 and 55, where a determination 


‘was expressed to rencw and more fully to 


entér into it, upon the opening ef the pre- 


_sent session of parliament, Hitherto things 
have been in a state to ’preyent me from agje’ 
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ing upon this determination ; but, I certain- 
ly adhere to it, and my readers.may be as- 
sured, that no consideration connected with 
the change of ministry (other than that of 
justice being done to the patty), shall divert 
me from it, This,is. one amongst. many 
cases that require.to be seriously considered 
by the cabinet, in order to render effectual 
that great change, which they comtemplate 
in the army, 





*,* The Prospectus of the Partramen. 
Taky I[MsTory is again inserted, because, 
through. anerror of the: printer, the word 
Register was, in a great part of the impres- 
sion of Jast week, put instead of the word 
History. A trifling alteration is, also, at 
the suggestion of several gentlemen, made 
as to the mode of finding the volumes ; 
and, a-consequent little deduction in the 
proposed price, 
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be mee nes en ee 


PROSPECTUS 


Cobbett’s Parliamentary History, 


Which, in the compass of Sixteen Volumes, royal octavo, double 
page, is to contain a full and accurate report of all the recorded pro- 
ceedings, and of all the speeches, in both Houses of Parliament, from 
the earliest times ta the year 1803, when the publication of Cobbett’s 


Parliamentary Debates commenced. 


W hoever has had frequent oceasion te re- 
cur to the progeedings in parliament, of for- 
mer times, must have experienced those. dif- 
ficnluies, which it is the «bject of the pro- 
posed work to remove. Merely ,to find the 
several works, wherein is contained an ac- 
corut of the parliamentary proceedings, is, at 
this day, no easy matter, some of them being 
yery scarce, and ‘others excessively volumi- 
nous. Hardly any of them, those of the last 
twenty years excepted, are to be purchased 
regularly at the booksellers’... "The far great- 
er part of them are to be come at by acci- 
dentonuly; and, of course, sometimes.pot to 
be obtained at al). But, supposing them 
all to be at band, the price of them is. no 
trifling object; and, in many cases, must 





pene a diiticulty not to be easily, or, at | 


east, willingly, swimounted, Of these 
works, taken in their chronological order, 
the first is, the Parliamentary or Constitution- 
al History; in 24 volumes; the second, the 
Oxtord Debates, ia 2 volumes; the third, 
Chandler's. Debates, in 22 volumes; the 
fourth, Greys’ Debates, in 10 volumes; the 
fitth, Almons’ Debates, in 24 volumes; the 
sixth, Debrett’s Debates (now in the hands of 
-varjous booksellers), in 63 volumes. ‘These 
works age got to,be purchased, if to be 

urchased at. all, under L101. sterling, 


wt still, with all these, the gaint 


wanted 1s very unpertect, »jthout perpet 
ly beving zecpurse to. the eae a a two 
Houses, which Journals occupy upwards of a 
hundred volumes in folio: so that, the price 
of a complete vet of the works, in this way,. 





cannot, upon an ayerage of purchases, be 
reckoned at less than 150 pounds.-——These 
dithculties got over, another, and a still more 
formidable obstruction to the dequiring of in- 
formation is found, not merely in the number 
and the bulk of the volumes, but also in the 
want of a good arrangement of the contents 
of most of them, and, further, in the im- 
mense load of useless mutter, quiteunauthen- 
tic, and very little connectedwith the real 
proceedings of parliament, to be tound in 
many of them, In the two fipst-mentioned 
works, we find a narrative of battles, sieges, 
apd of domestic occurrences... The, reak pro- 
ceedings.of parliament form but a compara- 
tively small proportion of them, whole pam- 
phlets of the day, and very Jeng ones, being, 
in many places, inserted just.as they were 
published and sold; and, when we come 
down even to the Debates by Almon, and 
Debrett (taking in Woodfall and others oc- 
casionally), we find, that, in numerous in- 
stances, three-fourths of the volume consists 
of papers, Jaid_ before parliament, of mere 
momentary utility, repeated in subsequent 
and more correct statements, and now no- 
thing byt an expence, and, what is much 
worse, an incumbrance to {he reader, and @ 


constantly intervening. obstacle (to his re- 


searches; ta which..may be, added, with 
respect to,al]l the Debates fram, Almon’s, in- 
clusive, downwards, that there:is atotal want 
of ail that aid, which is afforded by. well con- 
trived running-titles, tables, and indexes, and 
which is so necessary-in. every voluminous 
Work, particularly if it relate te the transac- 
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With a 





tions of a long series of years. 


[210 


| how much room is saved by the abbreviation 


view of removing all these difficulties, ‘and of | of words descriptive of titles and of constant- 


putting the public in possession of an account 
of the Proceedings in Parliament previous to 
the year 1803, (when Cobbett’s Parliamen- 
tary Debates commenced) as complete as that 
which has met with such general approba- 
tion in this last-mentioned work, the present 
publications is undertaken... ‘The Sixteen Vo- 
lumes, of which the proposed work will con- 
sist, and the first of which is’ now in the 
press, will be printed-in=the ‘same form ~and 
size, and with the same sort of character, as 
those of the Political Register and Parliamen- 
tary Debates, with this difference only, that 
the character of this.work will, in the same 
compass, intradueé one-fifth more of patter, 


The volumes, respectively, are to embrace 


the periods here mentioned ; to-wit ; 

Vol. I. From the Conquest, 1060, to the 
meeting of the Long Parliament 

) in 1640, ; 
II, From the meeting of the .Long 
Parliament, to the death of 
» Charles I. in 1648, 

Ili, From the Commencement of the 

Commonwealth to the death of 
. Queen Anne, in 1714. 

IV. From George'l. to the end of the 
Seventh Session of the Eighth 
Parliament in 174), 

V. From the New Parliament in 1741, 

| sto. 1754, Ay 

VIL: n the New Parliement in 1774, 

» taits dissobationsin 1780. 
VIL.? From the New Parliament in 1780, 

VIIL.§.. to its dissolution in 1784. 

IX. ) From the New Parliament in 1784, 

X. to its‘dissolation in /1790. 

XI. ? From the New Parliament in1790, 

XIL.4.. tovits dissolution in 1796. ' 

XJIL..¢ Fromthe New Parliament in 1796, 

XIV. ' . Lo its dissohition in 1800. 

XV... From the New Parliament in 1800, 
to its dissolution in 1802. . 

XVI... From the New Parliament in 1802, 
to the commencement of Cob- 
bett’s, Parliamentary Debates, 
November the 22d, 1803, 


Each of these volumes wil] contain consi- 
derably more print than is contained in the 
whole of Hume’s History of England, which 
Occuptes eight | common octavo «volumes. 
When, therefore, «it:.js: recollected, that so 
large apart of the’sevetal. works, above-enu- 
merated, ayé taken tip withmattet, as before 
described, wholly -unconnéetéd, or having 
but a very femote connexion} withthe 'pro- 
ceedings in parliament, and entirely destitate 
of authenticity; when it is recollécted also, 





ly-occurring phrases of courtesy, the reader 
will not be surprised, that the whole of the 
authentic and useful records of the proceed- 
ings of the parliament of England, of that of 


Great Britain, and of that of the United 


Kingdom, down to the year 1803, will be 
comprised in the Sixteen Volumes of this 
work, which will, upon the best computation 
that can be made, contain as much print as 
140 common o¢tavo volumes.———In _ relation 
to the earliest times, the work will be com- 
piled chiefly from the Records, the Rolls of 
of Parliament, and from the most reputable 
ancient writers of English Histery. From 
the reign of Henry VIII. inclusive, we have 
the additional aid of the Journals of the 
House of Lords; and from that of Ed- 
ward VI, that of the Journals of the 
House of Commons. As to the Speeches, 
they will, of course, be collected from the 
several Works, wherein, upon careful exami- 
nation and comparison, they are found to 
have been the most fully and accurately re- 
corded. The precise words of motions, re- 
solutions, &c. &c. will be copied from the 
Journals themselves, and not from unautho- 
rized publications. Asa book of Parliamen- 
tary Precedents, the work, by the aid of its 
tables and indexes, will be even: more com- 
plete than any one hitherto published, 
These tables and indexes will be constructed 
upon the excellent plan (with some little im- 
provements) recommended by the Commit- 
tee of the House of Commons, and afterwards 
adopted by the persons employed to make 
the indexes to the Journals. With respect 
to information relative to those who have, at 
any time, made a conspicuous figure in par- 
liament, or, indeed, who have been, for any 
considerable length of time, members of that 
body, it is not unnecessary to observe, that, 
in the parts of the work which will give san 
account of the assembling of tie several new 
parliaments, since- the tine when records of 
this sort were first made, there will be com- 
plete Lists of the members of the House of 
Commons, and, from time to time, a.state of 
the Peerage. These, together with an Ta- 
dex of Names, will enable-the reader, not 
only to know, who has, at any time, been in 

arliament ; butalsototracethe parliamentary 
ce and conduct of every distinguished 
member. Considered as a collection of 
Public Papers, this work will be more com- 
plete than any one extant, in this country. It 
will contain Copies of al! the ‘Treaties, con- 
ventions, &c. &c. to which the rulers of His 
kingdom have, respectively, been. parties, 
and which are, any where, upon record, All 








| King’s Speeches, Protests, Conferences, » 
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Standirig Orders, as Wwell-ns'all Petitions, Re- 
monstrafices, fc. “&¢. ‘will +f get Seah in: 


gerted, iri'their 
of the , purine Hast istory ry eath “reign, 


in the éarl} s, and of evéry easton’ OF | 
parliamient tithe ther, Will be #iven a List of | 
the Acts passed during’ lity cOnitintatite; also | 


an accotint Of thé tikes’ itposed) of the sup- 
plies, of the subsidies ‘to oreign 
the stateof the revenue) of the value of’ mo- 
ey in relutio’ téthe price of provisions. &e. 


o prépare'the materials fora work of such | 
magnitude” must? nécessurily require much | 
labour and tiie, Nearly two years: have al- | 


teady Been, in great part, devoted’ to'it ; and, 
such has been the application bestowed that 
a considerable of the whole is in’a State 
fit for the press. ‘The first volume is actually 
im the press; and will, at the latest, ‘be pub- 
fished on thé 15th of May next.’ The print- 
er has engaged to complete it by the 1st day 
of that month ; but, in order to avoid disap- 
intment, a fortnight later, as the tifne of 
delivery fim the publishers’ has been fixed 
e second’ volume will’ be published 

in August next; and, so on, a volume every 
quarter of a year till the whole be completed. 
‘This distance between the periods of publica- 
tion will have many conveniencies attending 
it, and particularly that of leaving the young 
reader time ‘to have gone through oné vo- 
lume before he has another to pure hase. 





- The price of each volume; containing, as was 


observed, more print than eight common oc- 
tavo volumes: ‘will be 1}. 10s Od.; done’ 
in extra boerds; unttit "or th 11s. 6d. 
bound in Russia leather, in the samt man- 
ner as the Puliiical Register and the Par- 
Tiamentary “Debates: to be “paid to. the 
he bookssllets upon the delivery of each vo- 
e successively —— The first volume will 
be published at ihe time above fixed on, 
whether there: be subscribers or not, and no 
difference will be made between the price to 
subscribers ahd to’others; bnt, as it would 
be very grateful to the feelings of the compi- 
Jer to see’ his arduous undertaking approved 
of and ae by the public, anid'as the 
yadboat of copies, of the sécond vohime 
rhust, 6f course; be ‘reguhited by the di 
of sticcess that he ean reasoiiably count upon, 
he will not attenipt to ise, that he is 


very anxiows to ‘obtain Mae ye list of | 


subscribers dt as eafly a as possible — 
The work will: be ‘/putilished ‘by Mr, = 
suaw, Bow Street Covent Garden ; 

will be sohkl. also 
Mr. Fiueper) BOfid Street, Messi BLACKS - 


and Parry, ‘Deadenhall Street,’ aiid’Mr. | 
Axgcner, Dublin’; to any of which’ persons: 


are requested to'send their'names, 


. 
_ 


that the interest ‘of the 


by! Mr. Buns, “Pai Ma, | ject; 
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Oo pare OF THE FUNDS. 
“ogg ly havé ae, Aves vai ‘ob. 
Pesce: on the gett bt, arid Khow- 


be xpatience® the ® atl ‘of itp 
eekly Register, ‘Peertite! to ‘+ “ 


opinions on the same subject. ok pe 
position ‘was simply tHat ‘the ‘me welfare 


of the nation must Hot be Sacrificed ’ {Ur the 


powers, of | claims'of individuals, T should most heartily 


‘De proved, 
debt cai no | Jonger be 
paid, without ruiti' to the countty, it Hust 
be lowered, and’ possibly in the erid, be alto- 
gether done away.——But, ° Mr. ‘Cobbett; 
when you quit the strong ground of ‘neces- 


concur With You, and when'it shall 





_ sity, and the only justifiable ground that can 


be urgéd for so glaring a’breach of national 


h faith, as the extinction of the debt would in- 


volve-us ‘in ; ‘when you talk of loan-jobbers, 
blood- ssuckers, and contractors, as not having 


ai equitable claim to. their property, and 
| when through them, you endeavour to weak- 


en the claims of the stock-holders in gencral 
orf thé'national faith, you strike at the ' root of 
every specics of property. “I have just as fair 
aclainy to my dividends, as I have to the 
rents of my landed'estate, and ‘my hotses. 
But, circumstances may arise, which may 
compel the legislature to withhotd,’ or mate- 
tially to tax my dividends, beyond | the pro- 
Rote: of tax¢s which they may plate’ on my 

nd and houses,—If the legislature were to 
take ‘stcly a step arbitrarily, or wantonly, 
most assuredly it would be an act of the 


. grossest injustice, tut the act whicly neces- 


sity compels Parliament’ to’ adopt, ceases to 
be‘unjust; ‘and, here I agree ‘with you, that 
such a necessity is likely to arise, if Sr some 
time longer the debt shall be increased, at 
the rate’ of: ten or twelve millions a ‘year. 
That it has not arisen already, iS indeed ‘most 
wonderful.—I am‘old enouglr té remember 
, the debt of ‘this tiation” at '70 mil- 
lions, ‘and ‘to have ' been’ told ‘by’a ‘county 
member of that day, that wheti he‘heatd Sir 
Robert Walpole that the nation ora 
well bear a debt of 100 millidiis without 
national bankruptcy, he-was almost mobbed 
by the landed interest, both tn; ana dut ofthe 
housé, “‘Itr the 
is, from 1755, to 1805} *this debt jas in 
creased froin 70" td 600 milli 
ar ouregualee Ws $ same 
and our’ expenses) i 
row, mist ' Se ehat ‘We fee tke 
they were in 759) 
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which produced 600], year in.1755, that 
does not now pay 15001, a year to the pro- 
ietor, and many 2 much. higher rent, 


ouses, generally speaking, pay now treble 
the rent Ga they did then, 7 in the same 


proporiiag., every necessary of life, servants 
wages, dc, bave been.inereased.—The. only 
description of persons who suffer by. this 
great change in the relative value of money, 
are those men, whose property was all in the 
funds fifty ye 0, who-then lived, ap, to 
the interest of their fortunes, and still do so. 
Suppose a, man. to have heen many years ago 
possessed of. sixty thousand pouncs, three 
per cents, and to have lived at 15001. a year, 
he now finds. his income of no more value 
than 5001, a year was.when he came into 
life., But a landed man whose rental was 
15001, a year in 1755, has. now a reutal of 
4,500]. a year, and can sell, if compelled to 
do sv, for 28 or 30 years purchase, while 
the stock-holder. it obliged to sell, gets 601. 
for what in 1755 was worth 1001,—I can 
assure you that I never was directly, nor in- 
directly concerned in a loan in my life, But 
justice is due to every man, and I cannot see 
why loan-jobber$ should be held up to public 
execration, We haye jobbers of every de- 
cription in:this commercial country. How 
many, are there who have made, and lost 
Jarge fortunes by purchasing Jand and houses, 
in thelest fefty- years... To my knowledge, 
estates. which in 1770. cost 30,0001 have. 
been seld Jast. year. for. 80 and. 100,0001. 
And houses for treble what they cost in 
1770,—If a speculator in 1783, had laid out 
10,000]. at. Buightony inthe purchase. of 
land, not.worth. ten, shillings a year to a far- 
mer, he would haye. ined: halt..a million 
sterling, by, the speculation, , Without. the 
re cary have oe one; 
man to, gaia solarge.a sum,, » pastry. 
cooks,, taylors, -h hers, and ee 


have gained, immensely by the purchase of | 


land by the foot at Brighton, and at Margate 
oe a einer 
roperty because they- have bee ulative 
jobbers?——-We well know, that this nation is 
not able to raise within the year; the sums 


necessary far the public e: ture in war. 
Hence arose the bandos a a ae 
with the te continued to, this 


Has the nation at any period. paid an 
fnormous interest 62 ene borrowed? 
| believe in, wey, few instances. indeed more 


iye these men of their . 





the loan. of each year has. been made; and, 
though itis believed that Sir Francis Baring, 
Mr..Goldsmid, Mr, Angerstein, and others, 
have gained considerably by.loans trom 1793 
to this day, yet Benfield Jost .half..a million 
etling by the loans that. he had contracted 
for. ‘The houses of Payne and Smith, Sir 
James Esdaile and many others, it is also be- 
lieved, lost very considerably by their loans. 
But this is a question that applies merely to 
individuals. ‘The only question for the na- 
tion is, whether at any period, by a combi- 
nation amongst monied men, the minister 
was compelled to borrow at an usurioys in- 
terest. 1 believe, upon inquiry ie will: be 
found that the natjon through the whole of 
the war, has borrowed upon .better terms 
than any man of landed property could bor- 
row, even though he gave the best security 
for the interest, with an engagement to re- 
pay the principal ata given period. On this 
subject, it is my misfortune to. speak from 
experience,—-But, supposing it could be sa~ 
tisfa¢torily proved that by an artful and 
wicked combination amongst monied meng 
the minister and parliament had been com- 
pelled to borrow money at an_ usurious inte- 
rest, is‘the stock-holder to forfeit his proper- 
ty for the villainy ,of Joan-jobbers? No! 
The obvious and the fair mode of proceed- 
ing would be, by a bill of pains and penalties 
attaching only “ om guilty, .But, oe my 
pinion, the guilt does not exist. . Without 
being N e Pitts rist, L believe that he, 
os. well as Lord Sidmouth, madethe best 
possible bargains for the public that could be 
procured. The gambling in stocks, the 
rise and .fall .of omnium, is a. business 
amongst individuals,, much to be lamented 
yndoubtedly, .but the public has no concern 
imit, The minister who borrows money 
dear, when he could get it cheap merits im-+ 
peachment; and, if parliament neglects its, 
duty, by giving its sanction to an improvi- 
dent. bargain, | know not with what justice, 
redress can be obtained. I remember.the 
censures cast upon Lord North for one loan 
in particular during the American ‘war, when 
the omnium rosé te 12 per. cent. imme- 
diately after the bargain was concluded, But, 
in that snpceg | sudden % was occa- 
sioned by an idea of agener under | 
| the mediation of the Bespeter st Germany, 
, and when the negociation failed, the om-_ 
nium fell,.as suddenly as.it rose. From, a° 
fluctuation in politics one of Mr, Pitt's loans - 
bore:a premium ot 16 per cent, and one of 


_— 


Te treet dmamakin 19 dieaenn mba: Mind 
| Yet, it would be unfair to argue, that Mr. ° 
| Pitt made. an jimprovident loan for the pa 


li¢,.os, that, the .men-who dealt with fan): 
ag 
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Sidmouth were fools or idiots,—My opinion 
is, that every — of pr in this 
ron) as is equally secure. But the stock- 

er must know, that if the debt is swelled 
to asmagnitude which incapacitates the na- 
tion from paying the interest of it, a partial 
bankruptcy.must be the econs*suence. There 
is no remedy agains a national act. 
But the stock-holder knows that his in- 
terest will be paid as long as the nation can 
pay it, without rain. to the le. He 
knows that he has no claim upon the nation 
for the principal, unless it chooses to pay him 
otf at par. But still he possesses a property 
convertib:« into money at the price of the 
day, and he takes the chance of Joss or gain. 
For the interest he has the strongest possible 
claum: the faith of the nation solemnly 
pledged to him, and continued for more 
than acentury, never once violated in all 
that period; nor does the case'which you 
quote in Mr. Pelham’s administration alter 
the faith, because they who did not choose 
to subscribe to his pkin, had-the option of 
being paid for their stock at par.—Mr. Fox's 
sentiments I have reason te believe are simi- 
Jar to mine on this subject. It is not setting 
upa monied in opposition to a landed inte- 
rést. ‘Fhe question is, to whom must a mi- 
nister go when he wants to borrow money ? 
Undonbtedly to. those who have money to 
lend. You are not to inquire after you have 
taken his. money whether it was gained fair- 
ly or unfairly. But if a ministercam prove 
that the public-hesteee defrauded by an in- 
dividual, whether he be a contractor,.a loan- 
yabber, a clerk in office, or a cabinet minis- 
ter, it is his-duty to te him toconvic- 
tion, and tu compel him,torepay the sum of 
which the {Sam has been defrauded. 
The largest fortune made jn, the seven years 
war, was made by an army contractor; was 
he ever accused of -having defrauded the 
public? Would you now seize his children’s 
rmovey in the. funds, or, sell their. Janded 
estates for the public benefit, becanse their 
father was a successful. contractor? Would 
you break the public faith with the loan 
contractors,’ because though they lent money 
to the nation at-4 per cent, they might have 
made, 7,.8).oF even }0 per cent by. their bar- 
ng can be more dangerous, 


Of mare. uujast than. tq'make.a distinction as 
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[216 
lands,. granted to their ancestors. How 
many in Ireland were disposséssed of their 
estates by Oliver Cromwell, and how many 
more subsequently by King William! If 
your afguments were just; why should not 
the stock-holder propose that the> nation 
should resume all former grants of land, in 
order to perform their recent engagements ? 
1 have some land which has passed tome by 
descent from 1180, and why should not: the 


‘stock-holder question ‘my right, todwhat at 


that early period might have proceeded from 
an arbitrary grant of a despotic ‘sovereign, 
with as much justice as I should deny his 
right to call upon the nation to comply with 
its solemn engavements to him ?—<As-early 
as the reign of Queen Anne, when the fand- 
ing system was in its infancy, Dean Swift 
predicted that/a new order ‘of ‘men would 
spring up, and that in time the monied 
would bear down the landed interest of the 
country: This growing evil he ‘imputed 
very truly to the revolution, which ‘intro- 
duced: continental connections, cofitinental 
wars, and the Dutch system of ‘fuinding, in 
order to attach monied men to the new go- 
vernment. But, though Swift lamented this 
change in the constitution, “and the feeling 
of the country, he did not dispaté the right 
which these new men had to théir property. 
He even laments tlie increase_ of commerce 
asa public misfortune, because ..it-lessened 
the consequence of the clergy, ahd of cot- 
try’ gentlemen, But he does: not recom- 
mend the breaking open the merchants 
warehouses, nor the destruction of their 
goods——-An idea has long prevailed with 
many, that the nation will not ‘be able to 
pay the interest of ‘its public debt. © Mr. 
Thomas Pitt (Lord Camelford): entertained 
this opinion, and avowed it in the House of 
Commons at the’peace’ of 1788. | But his 
argument did not at all goto dispute the 
right of the public creditor to be paid, if the 
country had the power to ‘pay him,’ ‘Now 
we have a debt, and interest upon it, more 
than double what itewas in 17835yet’ still 
the interest is reguiarly paid. The funds it 
is true have been directly taxed both by Mr. 
Pitt, and Lord Sidmouth, but every other de- 
scription of ‘property has been. taxed also at 
the same time-—+The public confidence in 
the justice!of the nation keeps-up the funds, 
nétwithstanding ‘thes enormous ‘amount of 
debt, and thé additions which tmast‘annually 
bemade »to.it,’ if this war should continue. 
Yet no stock -bolder ‘canbe so sttipid-as not 
toconsider, that;amaking-everyallowance for 
the: enn en Serene eee ere 
m 
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tem cannot’be carried. Though Sir Robert 
Walpole in 1739, was mistaken when he 
said. that this mation though :it could bear a 
debt of 100. millions, would be bankrupt it 
the debt exceeded, that amount ; «though 
Mr. ‘Thomas » Pitt. was equally mistakea 
when he conceived thatin- 1793, it could not 
pay the interest of a debt, of 240 millions, 
yet, if the, presentdebt should increase to one 
thousand millions, which. it well«may in, a 
long war, there are few who will conceive 
that the natiomean pay’ the interest on a debt 
of that amount. What, then, will be the 
question? Sutely notvas to the right of the 
stock-holder fo receive his interest, but as 


to the: inability of the, nation to pay. it. 
A, Z. 





PUND-DEALING CLERGYMEN, 

Sin,———In your numbers for the 28th of 
Dec. and 18th of Jan. last, you animadvert- 
ed, with your. wonted energy of style; upon 
the conduct of two clergymen, who, in their 
zeal. to, promote the patriotic subscription at 
Lloyds’ Coffee House, have. stepped. some- 
what beyond, the bounds, which decency, and 
a due segard -ta,the. saactity of their office, 
would jhave prescribed. I am no. less an 
enemy thay, yourself, to appeals, either to the 
vanity or the fears of people, in applications 
ef this nature, pardcularly when those ap- 
peals are made by clergymen in their. official 
capacity,. .At the same. time, Sir, I. think 
you have not agted with your usual candour 
in passing an indiscriminate censure upon the 
whole order, because some. individuals of 
that order have» (t xise ‘your own-words) 
‘« shewn; themselves to be.of a party, with 
‘« the fund-dealers,”’ or ‘‘: become the echo 
“* of the placard at Lloyd's.” Having. the 
honour of} belonging to:that respectable bo- 
dy (for.so L.believe, the clergy are generally 
esteemed, and have: often been admitted even 
by yourself) which you: have. attacked, it is 
natural thet I should feel jealous. of. its cre- 
dit, and :apxious.to-assert and vindicate its 
general purity, , J: mean. not, -however, to 
offer any apology. for .the gentlemen, whose 
bames cake aabeiaie and, for the-rest 
of the clergy; who have naade. collections in. 
their cliusches es, you have, yourself suggested. 
an apology, in a subsequent part of the paper 
above quoted, when you.express a-hope, that: 
they |have, ‘in. most: instances, acted with 
“ more alacrity: than - t.": But, you 
appear tomey,.Mr.Oobbett;; to have greatly. 
Ma sg umber of those clergymen,’ 
rishes for she Lloyd's and, .Avcugsory, in- 
Pecuion of the newspaper reports may eon- 
vance any one, y bear but a stall 
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proportion to the collective body of tht cler- 
gy, whose number in England and’ Wales is 
usually estimated at ‘elevert thousand. It.is 
evident, therefore, from this comparison, 
that a very considerable majority of them 
have had no share in-the crime, which hias 
provoked your=displeasure. For myself, I 
entertained scru|tes upon the ‘subject: from 
the first, for thereasons so properly stated 
by the churchwarden of Iekleton, and de- 
termined, in consequence, to havé no sub- 
scription. in my own parish. My determi- 
nation was confirmed by your Register of 
Dec, 28th, and I take this opportunity of ac- 
knowledging my obligation to'you for those 
more correct views of the dangerous princi- 
ple, upon which the fund is established; and 
the unconstitutional effects, which it is cal< 
culated to produce, which you have unfold- 
ed with so much perspicuity and force in 
that, and the Register of Jan. 18th. That 
the clergy are exempt from their share in the 
general corruption, which has diffused itself 
through every rank and class af the commu- 
nity, I wil not affirm. That they partake 
of it in a larger measure; than the rest of the 
community, I will strenuously deny.” All I 
desire is, that the sa#me impartiality may ‘be 
extended to-them, which has so uniformly 
characterised your useful publication, and 
that the sing of individuals may not be im- 
puted to the whole order. I am, Sir, &c, 
Crisricus. ‘Feb. 7; 1806. a 





WEST-INDI4A PLANTERS. 

Six,—In your régister for Feb. 8, in your 
Sumiiary of Politics,:-page170, you say, 
«The West-India colonists have complaints, 
‘¢ and just complaints too; of a Jong stand- 
‘*-ing. In ednsequence of restraints and 
‘f imposts both operating at once and with 
‘s. a degree of force far beyond the power of 
‘6 resistance, the islands ‘have béen reduced 
‘f almost to a state of desperation.” ‘To 
convince the minister for colonial affairs and 
the public of the truth’ of the above asser-. 
tion, I will, in as few words as possible, re-. 
present ny Own sitiration, ‘and, I imagine,. 
that’ of -the greater’ part of the oblonists to: 


be-as bad or worse — My estate is’ in the is-: 


- 


from: 
leads of 18) 
‘also made, 


land of Jamaica, and my crop shi 
thence this-year,’ was 950° hy 
owt.-of ‘sugar each. There® 








on my’ estate 150 parse eoch: GF Ve The - 


pera “ivf has “a Bippertot 
' been: 1 the-island, to Contingent, 
ena ining i tana 


“penses' vonsist’in? feland “taxed; 
‘of lumber,”’ Commission to “agent 
‘Se. ;/ but,. this year; Owing to.the restraint, 
on our intercourse with America, it remains 
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unsold in my warehouse. “Had it-been ship+ 
ped to Great ‘Britain at’ the’ price'at which 
rom has sold’ this'year, it might have pro- 
duced me clear 101, sterling per puncheon. 
The invoite’ of’ s shipped by meé from 
this country for'the use of my estates this 
year, amounted to 2;1001 sterling. ° The 
contingent expenses of my estate in Jamai- 
ca amounted this year, to 4,400) currency. 
Exchange at 140*per cent., is 3,1501: ster- 
ling. These have been considerably increas- 
ed this year by martial law twice proclaim- 
ed.—My sugar has sold at various prices, 
but the quality being moderate, it has aver- 
aged about 70s. per cwt. The duty on sugar 
is 27s. per cwt. Freight from Jamaica 10s. 
percwt. Insurance and other charges 7 per 
ewt. Total 44s. per cwt. which, deducted 
from 70s. leaves me 26s. per cwt. nett.—Let 
us sce how my account will stand. A hog- 
sead of suger 13 cwt. at 26s. per ewt., is 
161. 10s. 
Therefore 350/hhds. at 161.10s. 
See i Ae OG 
Deduct bils drawn on me for 
contingent expenses in Ja- 
matca. sO SO SS 
Stores shipped from England, 2,100 
7 5,250 


5,775 





Remains ... §25 





Here is 525]. to pay the interest of 50,0001 
sterling which my estate has cost me, setting 
exactly 1 per cent. on my capital, If my 
rum had been shipped to this country and 
sold at the low price of 10]. per puncheon, 
my returns would have been 2,0001. sterling, 
which is 4 per cent. on my capital, and this 
is the boasted prefit of West Indians. —But, 
Mr. Cobbett, from this sum of 5251. must 
be taken a sum for casualties, purchase of 
negroes, and though ast not least, the inte- 
rest of the debt due from me to my West 
India merchant, so that with my sugar sel- 
ling at 701. per cwt., and my rum unsold in 
Jamaica, owing to the absurd restraints put 
on our trade with America, mydebt to my 
merchant is unavoidably increased, and my 
family without support for the ensuing year. 
That the above isa fair statement of my own 
case, and that of many of my unfortunate 
countrymén, may be easily ascertained by 
spplying st the courting houses of »Messrs, 
Longs, Messrs: Hibberts, Messrs. Tayler, or. 
any other West India houses.—To: obviate 
bar rane the West India planters, -it 

immediately to- out 
orders to re-est sistins trabeSeneutiatyeoe 


spirit:in the British navy'in: preference to fo: 
reigi spirit, and to check the further impor- 
tation of Kast’ India -stgar,: by loading it 
with: att additional duty —The duty on East 
India sugar at present is 371. per centiad va. 
lorem, now’27 s. per cwt. on stigar‘aélling at 
708. per cwt. amounts pretty nearly to. that 
sum. The proper time to take the above 
premises mto consideration is at the com- 
mencemient of an administration, of whom 
I only hope to have it in my power to say; 
that their conduct in every respect forms’ 4 
perfect contrast to that of their-predecessors. 
—I am, Sir, &c. A West InpIAW.—/¥in- 
chester, Feb. 10, 1806. 





PUBLIC PAPERS. 


Narurs anp France.—Proclamation issued 
by the Emperor Napoleon, dated Schoen 
brunn, Dec. 27, 1305. 


Soldiers, For ten years ‘I have done al} I 
could to save the King of Naples: he has 
done every thing in his power to destroy 
himself.—After the battles of Dega, of Mon- 
dovi, and of Lodi, he could give me no ef- 
fectual opposition. I placed confidence in 
the word of this Prince, and J behaved with 
generosity towards him.—-When_ the second 
coalition was dissolved at Marengo, the King 
of Naples, who was the first to commence 
that unjust war, abandoned at Luneville by 
his allies, remained alone, and without pro- 
tection. He solicited my pardon, and I for- 
gave him a second time-—A few weeks ago 
you were at the gates of Naples. Fvhad suf- 
ficient reason: to suspect the treachery which 
was intended, and to avenge the insults which 
I had received. Still I was generous. | I ace 
knowledged the cern Om Naples ; 1 or- 
dered you to evacuate kingdom, and, 
for the third time, the house of Naples was 
confirmed ard saved.—Shall we grant par- 
don for a fourth time ? Skall we, ‘for a fourth 
time, place any confidence in a court, with- 
out truth, honour, or common sense; No ! 
No! The Neapolitan Dynasty thas ceased to 
‘reign; its existence isi tible.with the 
| repose. of Europe, and the honour of our 














| crown.—Soldiers!. march; drive -into ..the 
| sea, if they will wait your.attack, these fee- 
| ble battalions of the tyrantwof.the.sea:Shew 
to the world the manner:in which we punish 
the perjured, . »ine, time im iaforming 


me; that the: of Italy is. subject to my 
laws, or. thoge of:sny allies s.dhat she finest 













Country. of the-‘world.-is ensapripated .from 
the yoke.of the ment perfidious.of.mean 5 4° 
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theold-footing, to lessen the duties on sugar 
and rum; ‘te encourage the use of the latter 
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the sacrediess of treaties is avenged, and 
that the manes of my brave soldiers, mas- 
sacred in the ports of Sicily, ontheir:return. 
from Egypt, after having escaped: from the. 
dangers of the sea, the deserts, sandia dup) 
dred battles; are’ at- length appeased-—Solr, 
diers ! myobrother’ will:tead.qrou on ;. he.is 
acquainted:avith all my plans’; he is the de- 
pository of my authority's. dre dsvim full pos- 
session «of my: confidence; :>let <him have 
yours,  ' 3 (Signed) eo NAPOREONY 
i oy ‘ 4 } Former) ag 

Sweven. — Declaration . given in ly .M 

Bildt,. the Envoy for Swedish Pomerania, 

at the Diet of Ratisbon, Jan, 13, 1806. 

His Swedish Majesty has directed the un- 
dersigned, his Envoy Extraordinary and Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary, to declare ta the Dict of 
the German Empiré, that the offences daily 
comantitted by-many” Membets of. the: Km- 
pire, against ‘the Constitution they have 
sworn to maintain, are contrary to the. prin- 
ciples -of ‘heneur anc virtue.» His. Majesty 
has long since foretold the unhappy conse- 
quences of the disputes whieh have prevailed 
anong*the members, of the Empire, as well 
as the consequences of the want of -respect 
whieh: theyjhave, manifested -towards, the 
German Constitution.» “he sentiments, and 
principlesiof His Majesty aretoo well known, 
and have bee too often expressed: to the 
Diety fort to, be.:mecessary. that. he should 
repeat them especially. at a-time-when-we 
must not-apwak the Janguage of-honowr, and 
still less observe: its laws; if we -wish te be 
heart, »- Hisw Majesty, «therefore, - considers 
Has beneath his dignity,- from this day. for- 
wards, tostake: any part in the deliberations 
of the Diet,.se long:as its: decisions~shall: be 
under the influepee of! usurpation and egot- 
sm. io vev! 2¢Signed).«. Von. Burpe, 
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_ FOREIGN OFFICIAL PAPER. 
Viexna.—Proclamation to the Inhabitants 
Of Viennay issued ty, the Emperor of 
Austrias dated. Feldsberg, Jan. 15,1800. 
Francis LI) by God's’ Grace, &e. &e— 
When T'removed ‘from  ariiong you, I had 
ho siuall inducements for believing ‘that our 
separation would be but of «very short dura- 
tion, as it was'théen my fixed resolution, im- 
mediately aftet the conclusion of. the’ Hun- 
garian Diet, to’ return’ to: Vienna; and to 
remain’ with yoo’ as"long. fs rity residence 
Would be consistent ‘with: my duty and 
which would‘have permitted me to: extend 
ws of Government tothe whole nation, 
Tesolution- jod by the course 









FEBRUARY. 15, 1806,—Sweden.--Vienna. (22% 


of subsequent events, I thought my duty: 
to you, and the whole mass of my subjects, 
called upon me to remain near the Combined 
Aumies, I chose.a representative, who en- 
joyed your, confidence and who. was every 


/way worthy of it., I, however, interested 


‘self for you, and made every exertion in 
your behalf which the untowardness of af- 


| fairs would, permit. You may be assured, 
that nothing can be attributed to a want of 
| precaution, which has prevented the preser- 
vation of a permanent security ; and that.no 
efforts. of mine were wanting in the way of 


negotiation, to obtain that lasting rest. and 
security necessary for my oppressed country. 
This desirable event was not obtained soon 
enough for my wishes, but yet, as soon as 
the nature of a business of such impertance 
for the present and future would allow. At 
present, the unhappy period of separation is 
past, I return to you impressed with senti- 
ments of your inviolable attachment and fi- 


delity, your vigilance in the preservation of 


order and tranquillity, your readiness: to alle- 


‘viate, by your benevolence'the sufferings of 


human misery. . Yow have left no duty 
without fulfilling it, no virtue unexercised : 
you have merited the esteem of your fellow 
citizens, and. have obtained, by your cone 
duct towards foreigners, the strongest claims 
upon my gratitude: and though at a distance 
from-you during these several trials, I de- 
rived from these sentiments, consolation and 
tranguillity.’: But while I gave myself up to 
these’ sensations of joy, which must await 
my return among my loyal people of Vi- 
enna, ata period of such importance ; and 
while, in the interim of the heppy meeting 
between the Prince and the Pecple, should 
the past be forgotten for.a moment, still co 
not indulge the idea that [ have not an inti- 
mate knowledge of your situation, or that it 
has escaped ny mature consideration. Yer, 
good: people! you have, indeed, sustained 
vexations which have shaken the foundation 
of your wel] being.. 1 am not under misap- 
prehensions in any respect, relative to what 
has passed, but I have taken pains to prose- 
cute such an inquiry into the statesof affairs, 
such knowledge being absolutely indispensa- 


ble, as it must lead to an union of means, 


commensurate, with our necessities.—W hat 
I have already effected, under the pressure 


t of so many obstacles, to prevent any want 
) of the necessaries of life, while the con- 


sumption: was. so-much increased, is well 


| known: ~ I shall in fature let nothing be 
| wanting that prudence, or foresight can sn 
| ee securing. the means that le 


an object so dear to my wishes. BR 
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have been during the-most: distressing ~ pe- 
riods ; support, with a publie spirit, my-un- 
ceasing endeavours for the good of the com- 
munity : redouble your activity; give your- 
selves up to the noble motives of benevo- 
lence, lend noear to unjust censure ; depend 
upon God, and unite with me imcalling upon 
him; so shall your wounds,. though deep, 
soon be healed. — 
(Signed) Francis. 





Proclamation addressed by the Archduke 
Charles to the Austrian Army, in conse- 
ques of the cenclusion of Peace at Pres- 
argh. 


His Majesty has, out of love to his 
people, hnidladed a peace. He could have 
relied on the valour of an army which re- 
mains unconquered by the enemy, and which 
has defended the rights of the Sovereign 
with equal firmness in Germany and in Italy; 
but the paternal feelings of His Majesty 
would not permit him to prolong the sufter- 
ings which his faithtal subjects endured in a 
riod of. hostility, and he has therefore 
astened to free them from the dangers 
which are attached to the uncertain fortune 
ot war. ‘Lhe troops must now return tothe 
peace establishment, until the protection of 
the throne and the country summon them to 
new dangers and new glory. Ihope that the 
officers and privates will render this period 
of repose subservient to the improvement of 
the army; that they will preserve their dis- 
cipline and military spirit; and that they 
will employ their ¢ollected experience to the 
advamtage of the service, and the future ho- 
nout of His Majesty's arms. For those who 
have evinced 60 much attachment to my per- 
sop, my sincerest gratitude accompanies 
them. I shall seek every opportunity to 
prove that the of the army is the most 

anxious wish of my heart. 3 
(Signed) Cnarues, Field Marshal. 





DOMESTIC OFFICIAL PAPER. 
Tatniav.—Proc ion, by his Excel- 

lency Thomas Hislop, Esq. Lieutenant- 

Governor and Commander in Chief in and 


ever the Island of Trinidad, and its De- 
pendencies, &Te. dated Dec. 14, -1805. 
Whereas there are reasons to ap- 


strong 
prebend that this colony .is threatened with 
terpaldangers, from the nefarious machi- 
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main still as faithful to your Prince as you | nations of ill-disposed negroes and slaves in 


-this community.~-And his Majesty's council 


of thesaid isiand having recommended me 
to adopt the measure of martial law, ‘T have 
therefore thenght fit, by and= with the ad- 
vice of his Majesty's said council, to issue 
this my proclamation, and do hereby declare, 
that from and after the publication hereof, 
martial law shall be, and is hereby, in force, 
until further orders, of which all his Ma- 
jesty’s liege subjects are required to take due 
notic¢, and govern themselves accordingly. 
And all his Majesty’s good and loyal stbjects 
of all descriptions, and of all colours, are 
hereby called upon te make every~ possible 
exertion to defeat ‘the diabolical plans sup- 
posed to be in agitation. And as the pur- 
pose of this my proclamation.is for the more 
speedy and effectually suppressing such dan- 
gers only, I do hereby, by and with the ad- 
vice of his Majetty’s said council, authorise 
all ¢ivil courts of justice, to remain and con- 
tinue in force, notwithstanding martial law. 
—And whereas, under the present cireum- 
stances of the colony, which involve its very 
existence; it is proper and expedient that all 
persons must suffer temporary. and tdivi- 
dual inconvenience for the general welfare 
of the community, and that the, most exem- 
plary and summary punishments should be 
inflicted on all offenders, notice is hereby 
given, that the several patroles will be or- 
dered to'take up all negro .and other slaves, 
who shall be in any of the streets-of Port of 
Spain, after eight o’clock at might, and to 
lodge them in security during the night, that 
such negro or other slave or slaves, who may 
be found to have offended against any of the 
ordinances now in existence, will be imme- 
diately punished with death or otherwise, 
according to the regulations of the’said or- 


| dinances. And in order togive the most pub- 
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lic noticeof the hour of 8 in the evening, not 
only the gun at the sea battery will be. tired 
as usual, but the bells at the Spanish catho- 
lic church will be rung for the space of five 
minutes ; and all such negro or other slave 
or slaves attempting to’escape from the pa- 
troles, will be immediately shot. -All per- 
sons concerned, are, «therefure, requested ‘0 
make the same known to their:several slaves. 
—Given under my hand and seal at arms, 18 
council, at Governmentshouse,» this 14th 
day of December,*1805, and: in the 40th 
year of his Majesty's mign.—-Tuomas H1s- 
LoP?—By his Excellency’s command, .W. 
Hoimes, Secretary.—God save the:king. 
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